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of misery that ever existed on the face of the earth. Who could 
read history, or reflect upon the present times, without being con- 
vinced that such was the case ? 

But he might say much which was suggested, both by history and 
theory, to show that the extremity of that dreadful alternative to 
which he had alluded, was not very likely to occur. There were 
examples, upon a smaller and a greater scale, to show that non- 
resistance and placid submission had more power in disarming the 
enemy than opposition and resistance. There were but few war- 
riors, he believed who would not draw back their sword, before any 
one who would go to them, and say that they could not, from princi- 
ple, resist, but would rather lose their own lives than take away that 
of their foe. There was a charm in it which would go far to unnerve 
the most savage opponent; but if that failed, they had reason to be- 
lieve that God would interpose to prevent the intended destruction. 
Under any circumstances, however, he would fall back to the prin- 
ciple that every man ought to be every moment prepared to depart 
to the world of spirits, there to take possession of infinite joys, the 
fruits of faith and holiness. 

[The remaining speeches of Rev. Messrs. T. Timpson,R. Knillol'St. Petersburgh,andGeo. 
Thompson, J. S. Buckingham, M. P., and G Piikington, Esq., are reluctantly, but necessa- 
rily omitted.] 



Article VI. 
INTELLIGENCE. 



I. FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

91 Bishopsgate Street, London, May 6, 1837. 
Esteemed friend William Ladd, 

I have sincere pleasure in replying to thy very interesting letter, 
dated 7th and 10th Feb'y, which was received on the 20th of third 
month. It was read at the first meeting of Committee which occur- 
red, and was very acceptable. The letter enclosed, and designed for 
our truly pacific monarch, met the cordial approval of the Committee, 
who at once decided that it should be conveyed in the most desirable 
channel to give it full effect. With this view, I was instructed to 
consult our late worthy Chairman, Robt. Marsden, Esq., who, though 
nominally withdrawn from that office in consequence of a delicate 
state of health, is ever ready to aid our cause with his counsel and 
influence. With the further kind assistance of T. F. Buxton, Esq., 
M. P., it was arranged that Robt. Marsden and Thomas Sturge, our 
present Chairman, should be introduced by T. F. Buxton to Lord 
Palmerston,at the Foreign Office, on Friday, 14th April. The depu- 
tation, whom I had the privilege to accompany, accordingly waited 
upop Lord Palmerston, when thy letter to the King, precisely in the 
state in which we received it, was put into his hands. Lord Palmer- 
ston read it attentively, and observed, that the copy of the resolves 
alluded to, had not yet reached the office, and further said, " I am 
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sure his Majesty will be much pleased to receive this letter ; his sen- 
timents are quite in unison with those it expresses. His Majesty is, 
of all men in the world, the most anxious to secure the continuance 
of peace." * * * 

I have been thus circumstantial in giving thee the account of our 
interview, which was of the most satisfactory character, believing 
the detail would prove interesting. It is cheering to the advocate of 
our principles, to observe the onward progress they are making 
among the nations. He may well take fresh courage from this fact 
amid all the supineness which still prevails around him to a consid- 
erable extent. * * * 

With very sincere esteem, I am thy friend, 

Alexander Brockway. 



London, 91 Bishopsgate Street, June 22, 1837. 
Esteemed friend William Ladd, 

I trust that long ere this thou hast received my letter of the 6th of 
last month, which conveyed information that thy Address to William 
IV was presented by a deputation of the London Peace Society to 
Lord Palmerston, and that his lordship promised to convey the same 
to the hands of the king. I have now the high satisfaction to com- 
municate a copy of Lord Palmerston's letter in reply, which was re- 
ceived just previous to our annual meeting. The interest with which 
this document will be received, will be greatly deepened by the pre- 
vious announcement, that our beloved monarch, the pacific king 
William, has been taken from an earthly crown as, we reverently 
trust, to receive in heaven one eternal and unchanging. May it please 
Him by whom "kings reign, and princes decree justice," to incline 
the heart of our young and hopeful queen to follow our late monarch, 
her revered uncle, in the course of peaceful legislation for which his 
reign was so eminently marked, and which will form so bright a fea- 
ture in our regal chart ! 

Our annual meeting was large and peculiarly satisfactory. Thy 
address to the King, and Lord Palmerston's reply were read, and 
added greatly to the interest excited on the occasion. The collec- 
tion, always small, was larger than usual. We rejoice to learn from 
thy letter that the cause is moving on so well with you, and in such 
influential quarters. I allude to your theological institutions. Much 
may be anticipated from the proper bias given to that interesting 
class, those designed for the important work of Christian pastors, as 
well as to the youth in all seminaries. The direction of youthful 
ardor and talent in the course of useful and benevolent enterprisers 
an object, compared with which, the most splendid conquest of arms 
must sink abashed. 

Thine truly in the bonds of peace, 

Alexander Brockway. 



Waltham Abbey, near London, June 30th, 1837. 
To the Rev. G. C. Beckwith : 

My dear Sir, — Your favor of the 20th of April came to hand 
along with one from Mr. Ladd. They had been detained some time 
at the post office in London on account of the demand of £18. 18*. Sd. 
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for the parcel in which they were enclosed. I had no right to antic- 
ipate the honor and pleasure of a letter from you. Accept my 
thanks for the unexpected kindness. 

I am glad that you have espoused the cause of peace, and that you 
are ahle to give it your undivided attention. My feeble efforts have 
generally been by stealth. Other objects and societies have engrossed 
nearly all my time. The care of a Christian church, and four or 
five stated services every week, does not leave me much leisure. 
Yet there is no cause lies nearer my heart than the cause of peace. 
I feel glad that you take it up not as a political question, but as part 
and parcel of Christianity. Where this is omitted in the ministry of 
reconciliation, the gospel is mutilated, and its glory is concealed. A 
young man going to the Bahamas as a missionary, took his leave of 
me on Lord's day evening, when I exhorted and charged him, as he 
would answer it at the last day, to preach to the people a full gos- 
pel, the gospel of peace, and that, if he had not studied the subject, 
to begin immediately, and never rest till his mind was perfectly sat- 
isfied respecting the sinfulness or the lawfulness of war. ]t adds to 
my pleasure, that you are not an half-way man, but that you con- 
demn war under every name and pretext. He that opens the door 
to let in what is called defensive war, cannot possibly shut it against 
any war. Dr. Williams of Rotheram said that the phrase, " defensive 
war," was a solecism in language. A person acting only on the 
defensive, cannot be said to be in a state of warfare. To defend is 
merely to guard against, and to ward off, danger, not to return it ; to 
screen one's self, but not to injure another. But war in its very na- 
ture is to inflict injury. Both parties in a state of war act profes- 
sedly upon the defensive. Bonaparte said he had the happiness to 
reflect, that he had never been the aggressor. 

Your letter is full of good news. I am happy to learn that the 
leaders of public opinion are embracing the cause of peace ; that the 
subject is made extensively known, and that the people are appar- 
ently predisposed to listen, consider, and to weigh the arguments 
adduced ; that ministers of the gospel are coming forward not only 
by hundreds, but by thousands, to advocate the cause ; that the press, 
and the periodicals, and public papers lend their aid ; and that sem- 
inaries of learning are throwing their weight and influence into the 
scale of peace. I wish I could truly say as much for the press, the 
ministers and seminaries in my own country. It is lamentable to 
observe the indifference manifested by gospel ministers in general, 
and the apathy of many who dare not oppose, nay, who professedly 
believe the correctness of our sentiments. If Christianity does not 
condemn war now, it never will condemn it. Those who preach a 
warlike Christianity, never can consistently expect a Millennium. 

But notwithstanding ajl, the principle is making way, and gain- 
ing ground in the public mind, and not at a very slow pace. The 
peace society has not indeed been so active and energetic as 
the importance of it requires. Still we have room for congratula- 
tion. Our last meeting was the best we ever had. We had a mem- 
ber of Parliament in the chair, and another addressed the meeting 
with great effect. The speech of Dr. Pye Smith made a deep im- 
pression ; and so did several others. The assembly was more nu- 
merous than on any former occasion. One circumstance created a 
very great interest, viz., the letter of our highly esteemed and hide- 
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fatigable friend, Mr. Ladd, to the King, and his Majesty's answer, 
both of which were publicly read. This is one of the most auspi- 
cious events i?i the history of our society. Mr. Thompson, I think 
of Boston, once sent a communication to king George IV; but it mis- 
carried, and before another copy arrived, his Majesty was dead. Mr. 
Ladd's communication was forwarded just in time. His Majesty ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction and pleasure, and pledged himself, 
so far as his influence extended, to promote and perpetuate peace 
through the whole world. But alas! his race is ended, and while I 
write this, his breathless corpse is lying in what they call state. 

Dr. Worcester, I judge, is an old man. May I trust that he is ripe 
for glory, that his hope is founded on the Rock of Ages, that he finds 
Christ to be precious to his soul, the chief among ten thousand, and 
altogether lovely! I feel myself declining, and under these consid- 
erations, I feel glad that you, who, I judge, are in the very prime of 
your days, are in the field, ready to catch the falling mantle of your 
coadjutors. Man may die, but the cause must live. There shall be 
"abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth." 

It will always give me pleasure to hear from you, and especially 
of the success of your labors as the advocate of peace. May the 
Lord afford health, and strength, and energy, mental and physical, 
with opportunities for labor; and also great enjoyment of spiritual 
and temporal mercies, with a good hope through Christ of everlast- 
ing rest, and peace, and joy, when your work on earth, at some very 
distant period, shall be ended. So prays, my dear Sir, 

Yours, very affectionately in gospel bonds, 

James Hargreaves. 

ii. resolutions on peace. 

We now publish the remainder of the resolutions adopted by the conven- 
tion which formed the Vermont Peace Society; and we hope they will be pon- 
dered well by Christians and Christian ministers. 

1. That the custom of war has misrepresented the principles of the Chris- 
tion religion to all the unevangelized portions of the earth, crippled its power in 
Christendom, and obstructed its spread and triumph through the world. 

3. That the slumbers of the Christian world for so many ages over the 
abominations of war, must be highly offensive to God, and cannot be con- 
tinued without glaring inconsistency and deep guilt. 

4. That it is high time for every professed follower of the Prince of peace 
to investigate the subject of war in the light of the gospel, and bring his own 
views, feelings and practice into strict accordance with its principles, as a test 
of his Christian character. 

5. That we ought, as a matter of religious duty, to suppress the causes of 
war, as far as possible, by applying the gospel to those guilty passions, those 
false notions of honor, and those mistakes so prevalent in the education of the 
young, which chiefly sustain and perpetuate the war-system in Christendom. 

6. That ministers are as truly bound to preach, and Christians to practise 
the pacific principles of the gospel, as they are any of its other doctrines or 
precepts; that the general neglect of this for fifteen centuries has opened the 
floodgates of war upon nations nominally Christian; and that this crying sin, 
and shame, and curse can never be banished from Christendom, so long as this 
duty continues to be neglected. 

7. That parents ought, with special care, to guard the minds of their chil- 
dren against the manifold, insidious, and wide-spread delusions of war, 
especially by withholding from them its toys, and songs, and pictures, and 
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books, and other fascinations peculiarly calculated to beguile and taint their 
minds. 

8. That teachers in all our seminaries of learning from the highest to the 
lowest, ought to inculcate the principles of peace upon the minds under their 
care, as an important part of their qualifications for usefulness. 

9. That we earnestly invite all ministers and Christians, all teachers and 
parents in this State, to aid the cause of peace by urging its principles and 
claims upon those whom Providence has placed under their influence, or with- 
in the reach of their efforts. 

The General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian ministers in 
Vermont, at their late meeting in Springfield, Sept. 13, passed the following 
resolutions, all of which, but especially the second, we commend to general 
attention. 

Resolved, 1. That the cause of peace, as a part of the gospel, and an im- 
portant auxiliary to its spread and triumph through the world, demands at the 
present day special attention from the ministers and other followers of the 
Prince of peace in this country. 

2. That persons, desirous to promote this cause by the use of specific means, 
yet differing in their views on some points of a subject so great and compli- 
cated, should be willing to cooperate on such grounds as are common to them 
all, and leave the points in dispute or doubt to be settled by amicable discus- 
sion in the light of the Bible. * 

3. That we deem it important for ministers of the gospel, in view of pre- 
vailing apathy on this subject, to preach upon it at least once a year. 

4. That we commend the cause of peace to the support of the Christian 
community, and recommend that the churches in our connexion observe the 
Annual Conceit of Prayer for the universal prevalence of peace, and con- 
tribute in aid of the cause. 

III. REPORTS. 

Our limits exclude not only the notices we had prepared of several works, 
and the conclusion of an article commenced in our last number, but our usual 
reports concerning the progress of our cause in this country. — The New York 
Peace Society, whose constitution we designed to insert in the present num- 
ber, is proceeding with a good degree of energy and success. Its members 
were, at our latest date, about five hundred, with the prospect of soon increas- 
ing the number to a thousand. They have employed an enterprising agent; 
peace-meetings have been held in about twenty churches in the city; Mr. 
Wolff, the missionary, and Mr. Buckingham, late member of the British par- 
liament, have delivered addresses before the society; and an able petition to 
Congress on the subject of our existing difficulties with Mexico, has been cir- 
culated by them, and received in a short time hundreds of signatures, with the 
expectation of swelling the list to thousands. A good movement; but such pe- 
titions, we think, should be signed by the friends of peace as citizens, rather 
than as members of a peace society. We wish it were in our power to copy 
this petition. — We have received a circular of the Vermont Peace Society, 
from their executive committee, dated Nov. 4, 1837, and addressed " to the 
clergy, members of Christian churches, and all friends of peace in Vermont." 
We hope this excellent appeal will meet a prompt and hearty response from all 
parts of the State. — The Rhode Island Peace Society, one of the oldest in the 
country, has recently been revived. It is, we believe, the only incorporated 
peace society in the land, and has a fund of about one thousand dollars. Some 
of the strongest and best men in that State have heretofore been enrolled among 
its members. 

Our General Agent, and Corresponding Secretary have been devoting them- 
selves as usual to our service; but we have no room for any detail of their ef- 
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forts and successes. Rev. John Lord has recently entered the service of the 
Society; and we have reason to hope much from his labors. We commend 
him to the friends of peace, and would remind them, that the pleasure, if not 
the success of his difficult and important work, must depend under God very 
much on their ready cooperation with him. We now have, besides local 
agents, only three men exclusively devoted to our service; more than three 
times as many as we had three years ago, but not a tenth part of the laborers 
we need, and must have, unless ministers and churches will spontaneously 
take hold of this great work. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The following ministers have been made Life-members of the American 
Peace Society, by the contribution of twenty dollars, or more. 

Rev. Dudley Phelps, Groton, Mass., by his congregation. 
" Milton P. Braman, North Danvers, Mass., do. 
" Calvin Cutler, Windham, N. H., do. 
" Leonard Luce, Westford, Mass., do. 
" James Bradford, Sheffield, Mass., do. 
" Josiah W. Turner, Great Barrington, Mass., do. 
" Thomas A. Merrill, D. D., Middlebury, Vt., do. 
" John Keep, Pelham, N. H., do. 
" Samuel W. Cozzens, Milton, Mass., do. 
" George Punchard, Plymouth, N. H., do. 
" James Howe, Pepperell, Mass., do. 
" Carlton Hurd, Fryeburg, Me., do. 

Payments. Subscribers of two dollars or more, as members of our So- 
ciety, will bear in mind, that their subscriptions are considered as due in the 
month of December. We trust no subscriber will, in the present exigences 
of the cause, withdraw his name, or delay sending his subscription to our 
Treasurer; and we would inquire of our wealthier friends, if they cannot in- 
crease their usual contributions. We need a large increase. 

Remittances of money. We request our friends to transmit as soon as 
possible, any funds they may have for the Society. Money collected for us, 
and much needed for immediate use, has in some cases not been sent in for 
a whole year. Such delays are very undesirable for many reasons. 

Miscarriage of the Advocate. The circumstances under which our period- 
ical was commenced in Boston this season, would be a sufficient apology for 
many failures in its transmission; but we can assure our patrons, that each 
number has been sent to all the names on our list; and if it has in any case — 
we fear it has in many — failed of reaching its destination, it has not been our 
fault. Whenever a subscriber fails to receive the numbers regularly, we re- 
quest to be immediately informed, without expense to the Society. 

Auxiliaries. We hope these will see that every one of their members is 
furnished with the Advocate. There is no other peace periodical in the land; 
and a member without some such publication, will rarely do or get much good 
by his connexion with a peace society. 

Rev. Noah Worcester, D. D., the patriarch of peace in this country, 
died at his residence in Brighton, a few miles from this city, Oct. 31, at the 
a«e of 79. We regret the necessity of deferring to our next number a notice 
of his eminent services in the cause of peace. 



